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in such a strain, he entertained himself with these darling specu-
lations, walking up and down the streets till late at night, and
again pursuing, with all the force and vivacity of a liberated ima-
gination, his old desire to have all that was good and noble and
great embodied and shown forth by the theatric art.
chapter V.
next morning, the rope-dancers, not without much parade
and bustle, having gone away, Mignon immediately appeared, and
came into the parlour as Wilhelm and Laertes were busy fencing.
" Where hast thou been hid ?" said Wilhelm in a friendly tone.
" Thou hast given us a great deal of anxiety." The child looked
at him, and answered nothing. "Thou art ours now," cried Laertes,
" we have bought thee." " For how much ?" inquired the child
quite coolly. "For a hundred ducats," said the other; "pay
them, again, and thou art free." "Is that very much ?" she asked.
"0 yes ! thou must now be a good child." " I will try," she said.
From that moment she observed strictly what services the
waiter had to do for both her friends: and after next day, she
would not any more let him enter the room. She persisted in do-
ing everything herself; and accordingly went through her duties,
slowly indeed, and sometimes awkwardly, yet completely and with
the greatest care.
She was frequently observed going to a basin of water, and
washing her face with such diligence and violence, that she almost
wore the skin from her cheeks ; till Laertes, by dint of questions
and reproofs, learned that she was striving by all means to get the
paint from her skin; and that, in her zealous endeavours towards
this object, she had mistaken the redness produced by rubbing for
the most obdurate dye. They set her right on this point, and she
ceased her efforts; after which, having come again to her natural
state, she exhibited a fine brown complexion, beautiful, though
sparingly intermingled with red.
The siren charms of Philina, the mysterious presence of the
child, produced more impression on our friend than he liked to
confess; he passed several days in that strange society, endea-
vouring to elude self-reproaches by a diligent practice of fencing
and dancing, accomplishments which he* believed might not again
be put within Ms reach so conveniently.

